"Lentiginous melanoma": full-fledged melanoma or melanoma precursor?
On the basis of a critical review of published literature, it is concluded that there is as yet insufficient evidence to conclude that the melanocytic lesion, which is currently known as "lentiginous melanoma," is a full-fledged melanoma, with the capacity to metastasize to distant sites and to cause the demise of the patient. It is proposed that this lesion is better designated as "lentiginous SAMPUS," that is, a superficial atypical melanocytic proliferation of uncertain significance, with a lentiginous, or predominantly lentiginous, arrangement of the junctional component. As there is uncertainty regarding its actual metastatic potential or the likelihood of progression to melanoma NOS, the lesion should be removed completely, with free surgical margins.